Showaen “Showaen Park” ¢z

Over 400,000 azalea bushes are planted throughout Ozu. A large
portion of them were planted in Showaen Park. Every April, visitors
from around Kumamoto prefecture come to this park to participate in
many of the events during the annual Azalea Festival
(tsutsuji-matsuri). Showaen Park is famous for the thousands of
beautiful azaleas which have made it a popular spot for rest and
relaxation. This place has become a favored destination among the
Ozu townspeople.
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“Harmony of Nature and Health” is the theme of this facility
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study rooms, a variety store and a restaurant.
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This facility provides several resources that promote fitness and
health. The complex has a gymnasium, weight training room and a
variety of sporting equipment available. Surrounding the complex are

spacious fields available for sporting and special events, a jogging
course and a full sized soccer field with stadium seating where soccer
competitions are held. This place has established itself to be a
promoter of dreams among many of the people in the area.
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Positioned along route 57, near the entrance of Mt. Aso, is a popular
place excellent to take a rest {from a long drive in the mountains. A
portion of the building is dedicated to a restaurant that cooks
traditional Kumamoto style dishes. Sharing the same building is a
market that sells specialized goods of Kumamoto prefecture. There
are many tourists around Kumamoto prefecture that choose to make
“Michi-no-eki” their rest stop of choice thus making this attraction a
S : lively and bustling place.
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