


apan’s southernmost main lsland Ozuis in the Northern part of
Kumamoto prefecture, about 20 kilometers (12.5 miles) to the east of
Kumamoto City. It is found between Kumamoto City and Mt. Aso.
Route 57 and the JR Hohi Train Line (Hohi-honsen), two of central
Kyushu's major transportation routes, cross the city from east to west and
provide easy access to all parts of Kyvushu, Kumamoto Airport is also
located in the local vicinity, The various means of transportation have
helped make Ozu a prosperous and industrialized town.
Currently several international and domestic enterprises are located in
Ozu and through these companies Ozu has become very well known. The
most predominate point of Ozu's industrial strength is the Honda Motor
Company.
On the other hand, away from the urban area vou can also sce beauriful
scenery and abundant nature such as rice fields, bountiful forests and the
g igantic caldera of Mt. Aso. Ozu's location near Mt, Aso, an active
‘olcano. is the origin of its unique agriculture which allows the town to
specmhu in cultivating sweet potatoes (Karaimo) to a quality level that
huas become famous throughout Japan.

The convenient transportation. modern atmosphere, and the incredible
natural Sceneny, mdke 0211 a wonden‘ul place to live!
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The Ozu International Exchange Organization (O.1.E.O.) was established
in 1994 by residents interested in foreign relations. There are currently

about 90 members who work in coordination with the town
administration to create activities for international exchange.
The relationship between the sister city and Ozu started by receiving
students to participate in a homestay program. This program has proven
to be especially successful with the combined participation of the sister
city. From that point, the O.LE.O. expanded its focus to conduct
activities for foreign exchange to better understand the "hearts of
foreigners that currently reside in Ozu. Participation of these activities is
made possible by volunteers of both Japanese and other nationalities
alike.
The O.LE.O. extends a warm welcome to foreigners from all countries.
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Sister Cities of Ozu CK2EIOHE )
Salesopolls Sanpaolo Brazil (Alllance since 10.11. 1968)
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Plédade, Sanpaolo Brazil (Alllance since 4. 28. 1986) [T
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Hastlngs Nebraska USA (AII|ance since 7.22. 1995)
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Arapahoe Nebraska USA (Alhance since 7.22. 1995)
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Showaen “Showaen Park” ¢z

Over 400,000 azalea bushes are planted throughout Ozu. A large
portion of them were planted in Showaen Park. Every April, visitors
from around Kumamoto prefecture come to this park to participate in
many of the events during the annual Azalea Festival
(tsutsuji-matsuri). Showaen Park is famous for the thousands of
beautiful azaleas which have made it a popular spot for rest and
relaxation. This place has become a favored destination among the
Ozu townspeople.
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“Harmony of Nature and Health” is the theme of this facility

designed to be a rela
work. This facility o
spring baths for famif

m the toil of everyday
baths and private hot
Jle are meeting rooms,

Closed now

study rooms, a variety store and a restaurant.
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Local Attractions o
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This facility provides several resources that promote fitness and
health. The complex has a gymnasium, weight training room and a
variety of sporting equipment available. Surrounding the complex are

spacious fields available for sporting and special events, a jogging
course and a full sized soccer field with stadium seating where soccer
competitions are held. This place has established itself to be a
promoter of dreams among many of the people in the area.
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Positioned along route 57, near the entrance of Mt. Aso, is a popular
place excellent to take a rest {from a long drive in the mountains. A
portion of the building is dedicated to a restaurant that cooks
traditional Kumamoto style dishes. Sharing the same building is a
market that sells specialized goods of Kumamoto prefecture. There
are many tourists around Kumamoto prefecture that choose to make
“Michi-no-eki” their rest stop of choice thus making this attraction a
S : lively and bustling place.
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The new year's fire fighters demonstration
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2 Full moon night Big tug of war
QUSRS SE AR, o oy R
o5 Ozu jogging Festival at Sports-no-mori
2RV DFRKRBYax T ILAT (I .
Spring bazaar
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Sakura matsuri (Cherry blossom festival)
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Opening of Mt.Yago to climbers
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Jizo matsuri (The stone statue festival)
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94 Karaimo festival (Sweet potato harvesting festival)
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Public opening of Eto-yashiki (Eto estate, national historical site)
EEEERLRIBREE—RLH
£ 128

M Photograph on the cover.Eto-yashiki(National historial site)

This guide map was made by the members of O.LE.O. and partially funded by
the donations of the Kumamoto International Association.
We hope that this map will sufficiently be of use to you as you stay here in Ozu.
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0zu International Exchange Organization
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Nishituira village @ iiivoshi Shrine
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